22) An ergonomic paint brush handle comprising^ 

(a) a means for attaching a brush head proximate a brush end of said handle: 

(b) said attaching means lying substaotialiy along a brush plane: 

(c) a handle section substantially Aiented along a handle axis and spaced from 
and substantially parallel t/^said brush plane: and 

(d) a means for joining said yakaching means to said handle section in such a 
manner that said paint bi;6gfi handle being adapted to be gripped in a hand. 



23) The ergonomic paint brush hgfndle claimed in Claim 2 1 , wherein said attaching means 
including a head section having a brush and connected to said handle section and 
adapted to receive a brusty4iead mounted thereon, proximate a bmsh end of said head 
section. 

24) The ergonomic paint/brush handle claimed in Claim 2L wherein said paint brush 
handle includes a transition section for joining together said attaching means and said 
handle section. 



25) An ergonomic paint brush handle comprising: 

(a) a head section substantially omented along a brush plane and adapted to 
receive a brush head on one end thereof: 

(b) a handle section substantialKyoriented along a handle axis: said handle axis 
being spaced from and sul^st^tially parallefto said brush plane: 

(c) a transition section for joiiim^ said handle section to said head section and said 
handle being adapted to ba gripped in a hand. 



26. The ergonomic paint brush ha/ddle claimed in Claim 24, wherein said ergonomic 
handle adapted for gripping t/y placing a fore finger along a brush edge, such that 
when said handle is gripped/n a hand said transition section provides relief for the 
web of a hand. 

27. The ergonomic paint brusl/ handle claimed in claim 24 wherein said transition section 
includes: 



a transition section rigidly attached at one end to ayshoulder end of said head section, 
and at the other end to one end of said handle section, said transition section being 
oriented longitudinally along a transition axis which is disposed at an angle theta 
relative to said brush plane: such that when said handle is gripped in a hand said 
transition section provides relief for the weKoi a hand. 
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28. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimeqym claim 24 wherein said handle section 
oriented substantially along a handle axis. sai% bmdle axis and said brush plane being 
substantially parallel to each other and disposed at an offset distance and wherein said 
transition section is dimensioned such thatAhe off set distance falls within the range 
Vi a forefinger thickness to 3 times a forefinger thickness. 

29. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claip 28 wherein said angle theta falls 
within the range 30 degrees to 60 degrees. 

30. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed \A claim 27 wherein the angle theta and 
the transition section length are selected such that there is just enough relief for the 
web of the hand such that the lore finger malanges and meta carpal bones can align 
and lie substantially along the brush planfe. 

31. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 24 wherein said transition section 
and said handle section project c^trally from said head section such that said 
ergonomic handle is symmetrica(l/a^ a handle plane. 



32. The ergonomic paint brush handfexlaimed in claim 21 wherein said handle section 
is rod shaped and lying substantially longitudinally along said handle axis. 

33. The ergonomic paint brush^andle claimed in claim 21, wherein said ergonomic 
handle is oriented for gripping by a right hand. 

34. The ergonomic paint bnish handle claimed in claim 21, wherein said ergonomic 
handle is oriented for mpping by a left hand. 



35. The ergonomic paim brush handle claimed in claim 23 wherein said head section is 
planar proximate said brush end and tapers toward a shoulder end. 

36. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 25 wherein said transition section 
is dimensionecr to conform to the shoulder end dimensions at one end and the handle 
section dimensioned at the other end thereby providing a smooth transition between 
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the head section and the handle section. / 

37. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 21 further including a pivot 
proximate said brush end of said head section suph that wh^en said ergonomic handle 
together with a brush head is laid on a flat snrface parallel to a brush plane said 
bristles are elevated above a flat surface. / 

38. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimerfM claim 37 fiirther w^eighted to ensure the 
bristles are elevated above said flat surfaotf. 

39. In combination a paint brush comprising M^ergonomic paint brush handle and a brush 
head comprising: / 

(a) a brush head: / 

(b) a means for attaching said byush head to said paint bmsh handle proximate a 
brush end w^herein said attaching means oriented substantially along a brush 
plane: / 

(c) a handle section integrally part of said paint brush handle and substantially 
oriented along a handle/axis, said handle axis spaced from and substantially 
parallel to said brush pmne. such that said paint bmsh handle being adapted to 
be gripped in a hand. / 

— — " ~~ 

Comments 



Please also find a clean copy of all the claims as filed being pages 13 through to 2 1 including 
Claims 1 through 39. We also enclose herewith Fee Transmittal for FY 2001 including the 
fees associated with the extra 19 claims in excess of 20 and also four extra independent 
claims in excess of 3, for a total of $662.00 which we enclose herewith with a credit card 
payment sheet. 

We look forward to receiving your response at your earliest convenience and I remain, 



RespectfullY- sUbmitt^ 




fk'HochI 
(44,448) 
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I CLAIM: /' 

1 . An ergonomic paint brush handle comprising: 

a) a head section having a shoulder end, a brush end, a brush edge and a shoulder 
surface, said brush end of said head section for receiving a brush head, and said head 
section being oriented substantially along a brush plane; 

b) a longitudinal handle section ori^ted substantially along a handle axis, said handle 
axis and said brush plane are substantially parallel to each other and disposed at an 
offset distance; / 

c) a transition means for rigidly/connecting said shoulder end of said head section to 
one end of said handle section; and 

d) wherein said ergonomia H gripping by placing a fore finger along said 
brush edge, and a thumb on htm shoulder surface and said handle section lying in the 
web of a hand between the/fore finger and the thumb, such that when said handle is 
gripped in a hand said transition section provides relief for the web of a hand. 

2. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 1 wherein said transition means 
comprises: / 

a transition section rigidly attached at one end to said shoulder end of said head 
section, and at the otner end to one end of said handle section, said transition section 
being oriented longitudinally along a transition axis which is disposed at an angle 
theta relative to s^d brush plane; such that when said handle is gripped in a hand said 
transition section provides relief for the web of a hand. 
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3. ^ The ergonomic paint brush han^e claimed in claim 2 wherein said transition section 
is dimensioned such that tjafe off set distance falls within the range Yi a forefinger 
thickness to 3 times a forefinger thickness. 



The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 3 f^vQin said angle theta falls 
within the range 30 degrees to 60 degrees. 
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The ergonomic paint brush handle ddimed in claim 2 wherein the angle theta and the 
transition section length are seLscted such that there is just enough relief for the web 
of the hand such that the fore itnger phalanges and meta carpal bones can align and 
lie substantially along the bmsh plane. 



7 



The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 2 wh^ein said transition section 
and said handle section project centrally from said/head section such that said 
ergonomic handle is symmetrial about a handle plane. 



7. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 6 wherein said handle section is 
rod shaped and lying substantially longitijdir^ along said handle axis. 

20 8. The ergonomic paint brush handle claime^|(;p claim 2, wherein said ergonomic handle 
is oriented for gripping by a right hand. 
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10. 



The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 2, wherein said ergonomic handle 
is oriented for gripping by a left hand. 

The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 2 wherein said head section is 
planar proximate said brush did and tapers toward said shoulder end. 
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1 1 . The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 1 0 wherein said transition section 
is dimensioned to conform to the shoulder end dnnensions at one end and the handle 
section dimensions at the other end thereby pr^vfJing a smooth transition beteen the 
head section and the handle section. 

12. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in cmioi 1 1 wherein said handle section 
is rod shaped and lying longitudinally along saifltnandle axis. 



13. Th^^gonomic paint brush Vfandle'claimed in claim 12 wherein said handle section 
^eing dimensioned to \}jx\^ a thickness falling within the range Vi a forefinger 
thickness of to 3 time/r a forefinger thickness. 
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14. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed imclaim 2 fiirther including a pivot 
proximate said brush end of said head section ^uch that when said ergonomic handle 
together with a brush head is laid on a fl^ surface parallel to a brush plane said 
bristles are elevated above said flat surface 
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1 5 . The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 1 4 further weighted to ensure the 
bristles are elevated above said%at surface. 



16. In combination a paint brush comprising an ergonomic paint brush handle and a brush 
head comprising: 
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a) a brush head; 

b) a head section including a shoulder end, a brush end, a brush edge and a shoulder 
surface, said brush end of said head section is dimensioned to receive said brush 



head, and said brush head together with said head section bein 
along a brush plane; y 



/oriented substantially 



c) a longitudinal handle section oriented substantially along/a handle axis, said handle 
axis and said brush plane are substantially parallel to eacp other and disposed at an 
offset distance; 

d) a transition means for rigidly connecting said shouldpr end of said head section to 
one end of said handle section; and 

e) wherein said ergonomic handle for gripping by placing a fore finger along said 
brush edge, and a thumb on said shoulder surface>and said handle section lying in the 
web of a hand between the fore finger and the thunibf such that when said handle is 
gripped in a hand said transition section provides/ relief for the web of a hand; 



The paint brush claimed in claim 16 whereiiy said transition means comprises: a 
transition section rigidly attached at one end to/said shoulder end of said head section, 
and at the other end to one end of said hancMe section, said transition section being 
oriented longitudinally along a transition axis which is disposed at an angle theta 
relative to said brush plane; such that wnen said handle is gripped in a hand said 
transition section provides relief for the web of a hand. 

The paint brush claimed in claim 17 wherein said transition section is 
dimensioned such that tife olY set distance falls within the range V2 a forefinger 
thickness to 3 times^^orefinger thicknes^^ 

/ 

The paint brush claimed in claim 18 whqsein said angle theta falls 
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within the range 30 degrees to^O degrees. 

20. The paint brush claimed in claim 
length are selected such that there 
fore finger phalanges and meta 
brush plane. 




herein the angle theta and the transition section 
enough relief for the web of the hand for the 
bones to align and lie substantially along the 



21) An ergonomic paint brush handle comprising: 
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(a) a means for attaching a bmsh head to said paint brush handle proximate a 
brush end wherein said attaching means oriented substantially along a brush 
plane; 
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(b) 



a handle section integrally part of said paint brush handle and substantially 
oriented along ^ handle axis, said handle axis spaced from and substantially 



parallel to said 
be gripped in a 



20 22) An ergonomic paint brush handle comprising 




plane, such that said paint brush handle being adapted to 



(a) a means for attaching a brush head proximate a brush end of said handle; 



25 



(b) said attaching means lying substantially along a brush plane; 

(c) a handle section substantially oriented along a handle axis and spaced from 
and substantially parallel to said brush plane; and 
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(d) a means for joining said attaching ineans to said handle section in such a 
manner that said paint brush handfe being adapted to be gripped in a hand. 



23 ) The ergonomic paint brush handjje claflmed in Claim 2 1 , wherein said attaching means 
including a head section havimjl^^ush and connected to said handle section and 



adapted to receive a brush heac 
section. 



mted thereon, proximate a brush end of said head 



24) The ergonomic paint bnish handle claimed in Claim 21, wherein said paint brush 
10 handle includes a trai^ition section for joining together said attaching means and said 

handle section. 



25) An ergonomic paint brush handle comprising: 
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(a) a head section substantially oriented along a brush plane and adapted to 
receive a brush head on one end thereof; 
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(b) a handle section substaiMally oriented along a handle axis; said handle axis 
being spaced from and sulSi§;<Iantially parallel to said brush plane; 

(c) a transition section for /oining said handle section to said head section and said 
handle being adaptedfto be gripped in a hand. 



25 . 26. 




The ergonomic paint brush h^dle claimed in Claim 24, wherein said ergonomic 
handle adapted for gripping by placing a fore finger along a brush edge, such that 
when said handle is grimed in a hand said transition section provides relief for the 
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web of a hanc 



27. The ergonomio paint brush handle claimed in claim 24 wherein said transition section 
includes: 

a transition section rigidly attached at one end to a shoulder end of said head section, 
and at the other end to one end of said handle section, said transition section being 
oriented long] tudinally along a transition axis which is disposed at an angle theta 
relative to said brush plane; such that when said handle is gripped in a hand said 
transition sec :ion provides relief for the web of a hand. 
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28. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 24 wherein said handle section 
oriented substantially along a handle axis, said handle axis and said brush plane being 
substantially parallel to each other and disposed at an offset distance and wherein said 
transition section is dimensioned such that the off set distance falls within the range 

29. The ergonomic paint brush handleujiaimed in claim 28 wherein said angle theta falls 
within the range 30 degrees to 60 fle^ees. 

30. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed^in claim 27 wherein the angle theta and 
the transition section length are setecteu such that there is just enough relief for the 
web of the hand such that the forei^figer phalanges and meta carpal bones can align 
and lie substantially along the bn^n plane. 

3 1 . The ergonomic paint hmm handle claimed in claim 24 wherein said transition section 
and said handle seonon project centrally from said head section such that said 
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ergonomic handle is symmetrical about a handle plane. 

32. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 21 wherein said handle section 
is rod shaped and lying substantially longi/udinally along said handle axis. 

5 / 

33. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 21, wherein said ergonomic 
handle is oriented for gripping by a right hand. 

34. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 21, wherein said ergonomic 
10 handle is oriented for gripping jtfy^left hand. 

35. The ergonomic paint brush handMclmmed in claim 23 wherein said head section is 
planar proximate said brush end and tapers toward a shoulder end. 

15 36. The ergonomic paint brush hpdle claimed in claim 25 wherein said transition section 
is dimensioned to conform \o the shoulder end dimensions at one end and the handle 
section dimensioned at the other end thereby providing a smooth transition between 
the head section and the/handle section. 

20 37. The ergonomic pain/ brush handle claimed in claim 21 further including a pivot 
proximate said brush end of said head section such that when said ergonomic handle 
together with a bmsh head is laid on a flat surface parallel to a brush plane said 
bristles are elevated above a flat surface. 



25 38. The ergonomic paint brush handle claimed in claim 37 further weighted to ensure the 
bristles are elevated above said flat surface. 
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39. In combination a paint brush comprising an ergon^mic paint brush handle and a brush 
head comprising: 

(a) a brush head; 

(b) a means for attaching said brushWead t6 said paint brush handle proximate a 
brush end wherein said attaching Veans oriented substantially along a brush 
plane; 
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(c) a handle section integrally part of said paint brush handle and substantially 
oriented along a handle^xis, said handle axis spaced from and substantially 
parallel to said brush mane, such that said paint brush handle being adapted to 
be gripped in a hand( 
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